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In his book, Confessions of an Economic Hitman, John Perkins uncovers the complexity of the modern geopolitical structure and international finance and the corruption that makes the system possible.  In an effort to expose the corruption and chaos of world leaders and coporatocracy, Perkins writes about his assignments, power, and associates during his career as an economic hitman.  His book provides an understanding of what our foreign policy and foreign aid is about, how our corporations work, and where our tax money goes.  Ultimately, the sick interconnectedness of the corruption of US government and US corporations has robbed countries of trillions of dollars and has impacted the lives of millions of people living around the world.
The collection of stories covers individual projects which John himself impacted and expands to discussion of major world events that have shaped the modern era.  The novel begins with Perkins attending a private prep school where he then graduates and proceeds to Harvard.  While at Harvard Perkins meets a tie that will eventually recruit him to work for a clandestine consulting agency that would come to be known as MAIN.  At MAIN Perkins was responsible for producing energy forecasts that were greatly over estimated.  This overestimation guaranteed his seven figure salary and the issuance of loans to provide funds to establish infrastructure to extract this energy.  Throughout the novel, Perkins personifies the struggles of morality versus the power of sex, money, and glamour that he says was used to seduce him into becoming an employee of MAIN and telling them everything they wanted to hear so that corporate America could colonize the world.  
US companies and entities like the World Bank and IMF, have provided the loans that have resulted in many developing countries becoming highly indebted.  The loans are taken by governments that are weak or puppet and will succumb to the pressures of corporatocracy and Washington.  The loans come with stipulations that demanded that a large percentage of the loan be used to pay American companies to install infrastructure.  Rather than being planned to increase the supply links for the average population, the infrastructure was generally planned to support investments for oil projects that would secure petroleum for the US.  It is the poor and forced allocation of the loan monies that has bankrupted the developing world and at the same time increased political turmoil worldwide.  In addition to interest payments based on impossible forecasts, the projects actually create social loss through destruction of land, increased political corruption, increased imperialist ties, and increased debt burden.  It is through this operation that a world empire of corporate imperialism has been established.
Each of the countries where loans were issued, infrastructure installed, and the corporatocracy made an appearance, demonstrates the success of corporatocracy transmitted through one or multiple of three types of venomous attacks used by the corporatocracy: Economic hitmen, the jackals, or when all else fails, the military.  Jackals are C.I.A. sanctioned people that come in and try to foment a coup or revolution. If that doesn’t work, they perform assassinations.   The only country which has yet to be conquered and imperialized is Iran.  Several specific situations that economic hitmen initiated and the corporatocracy assailed were presented in the book: The Panama Canal, Iran, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Colombia, Ecuador, and Indonesia. There were also references about MAIN personnel presence in other countries located on every continent throughout the world.  
When a country becomes highly indebted there is political and social strife.  The government has limited influence because of the strain placed on its budget because of the interest payments from the loans.  This burden prevents governments from engaging in productive fiscal and monetary policy.  In some cases the government installed is a puppet of the C.I.A. and other American forces.  The impact of a corrupt or insolvent government can be fatal to the social stability of a country and result in riots, warfare, or large number of refugees.  Puppet governments create social distress and lead to geopolitical strains which can lead to warfare, terrorism, and further corruption.
In addition to causing government budget insolvency, many of the developing countries that economic hitmen siphoned have central banks are backed by government funds.  When a government becomes insolvent the central bank can fail.  This creates issues establishing reliable credit and financial institutions that can service the masses. The biggest constraint that developing nations and the microenterprises within them face is credit constraints.  Barraging the financial sector of these nations creates further disruption for development and increases the likelihood of income inequality.
Remodeling the landscape to accommodate the corporatocracy infiltrates on land that is already occupied by indigenous people and subsistence farmers.  In many cases the land that the subsistence farmers are using is destroyed or stripped from their use if it is not destroyed.  Dams generally create flooding, roads create traffic and take up land, pipelines destroy all nature in its path, and the indirect impact of oil consumption and greenhouse gas emissions has yet to be understood.  When the land floods people’s crops and homes are destroyed.  When roads are built homes are mowed over.  When the nature itself is destroyed inputs for production are impacted.  Many developing economies utilize the inputs available from the land. 
  When the force of the exploitation is extended to military invasions as is evident in Iraq and Afghanistan the impact on the local population is grave.  A war caused by a countries refusal to become a slave to the big oil companies, or big construction companies also creates worldwide dissent.  Attacks such at 9/11 are evidence that foreign relations have been strained and opposition to the US is strong.  

Ultimately, when a project destroys villages and the natural environment, creates refugees and indebted governments, and furthers political corruption, there has been a social loss and development has been hindered.  The extent to which the globe has been recolonized by corporatocracy is continuing to enslave nations into poverty and low level qualities of life.
The book Confessions of an Economic Hitman was published in 2004 and attained instant literary success and was immediately in the bestseller list where it spent more than 70 weeks.  John Perkins, the writer and confessor, is convinced that when the story has been exposed that the American people will demand change.  In the past year a global financial crisis fueled by false predictions has come crashing down and our president was elected with the slogan change.  This could be the beginning of the end of corporate world takeover.  Whether or not the structure of consumerism and geopolitical ties will evolve and lessen inequality will depend on the future policies and the choices the individuals make.  The scary aspect of the global community and economy is the ability for fate to change for billions if the power of one person is exercised in the wrong direction.  The future will be impacted each day by individual choices.  To change the future, educate yourself to make choices that support your morality.
